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" skeleton of our regiments intact" as a national
reserve in case of emergency. He had hinted more
than once at the necessity of a thorough reconstruc-
tion of the death duties, and he was pressed to act on
these suggestions and to remedy the inequality be-
tween the taxation of real and personal property ; and
his reply that the real readjustment of the death
duties would require almost a whole session to itself
and necessitate a reconstruction of the income-tax in
certain respects, though valid in a session which was
required for an Irish Land Purchase Bill, was not one
which really explained his reluctance to remodel in
a comprehensive sense any of the large groups of
taxes. As it was, this budget was open, like Mr.
Goschen's previous budgets, to the criticism that he
had " frittered away a great opportunity/3 and by
attempting to do too many things had done nothing
thoroughly; that it " aimed at too much and did too
little." One speaker remarked that cc his Right Hon.
friend reminded him of a man who, having inherited
a fair estate, wakes up some morning to find it gone
though he cannot lay his hand on any one great
extravagance, all having disappeared in a multitude
of petty excesses " (H. S. King). Sir William Harcourt,
referring to Mr. Goschen's desire to retain the skeleton
of a tax, remarked that he " preferred its corpse, and
to see it well buried, as we have buried many a tax in
former days." He suggested that it would have been
better to have reduced the tea duty and abolished the
house tax. Finally, the Chancellor was taunted with
the disproportionate relief which his budgets Had
given to direct, as compared with indirect, taxation.
Still graver criticisms were raised by Mr. Goschen's